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THE RECENT PROGRESS OF HOKURIKU SHINKANSEN

AND ITS WAY TO COMPLETION
—A REEVALUATION OF THE CONSTRUCTING HIGH-SPEED RAIL—

Masatoshi Hatoko and Dai Nakagawa

Abstract

The Tokaido Shinkansen links Tokyo with Osaka via the south coast of Honshu, and another line, the

Hokuriku Shinkansen, via the north shore was planed in "70s. It didn't go ahead for a long time, while a

section from Tokyo to Nagano got open in 1997. The westward extension to Tsuruga was decided up, but

the rest to Osaka is not fixed. In this paper, we analyzed construction cost, fare, traveling time, and

passengers flow about each route of the three ideas as the final section. And then, we found out that there is

some possibility for Maibara Route to be a good choice at the point of users’ benefit or convenience. While

there may be another problem of the capacity of Tokaido Shinkansen, and we examined about it.
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