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A STUDY ON THE EFFECT OF THE INTRODUCTION OF RAILWAYS
ON THE CHANGING OF POPULATION OF CITIES

PALKRTT R OB R ERCt
by Dai NAKAGAWA, Yoshihiro NISHINURA and Masatoshi HATOKO

Since Meiji era, the population had been increasing rapidly and its distribution has been
changing in Japan. On the other hand, the construction of the transportation network has been
developing and it has caused the change of accessibility between regions in Japan. It is
generally thought that the construction of the transportation facilities makes some
contributions to the development of the regions. But in the present condition, it cannot be
affirmed that it is understood accurately that the transportation has a significant effect on
the regions.

In this study, we surveyed the relation between the population and the sufficiency of the
transportation by using all census data of all cities, towns and villages. As a result, it can
be noted that the period of the construction of the transportation has a remarkable effect on

the changes of their population.
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